WITHOUT OBJECTION. I'M GOING TO TURN TO OUR WITNESSES, THE SUBJECT OF THE HEARING TODAY.
BEFORE I DO, AND AS YOU HAVE CHOSEN, INSTEAD OF ADDRESSING THE HEARING, TO SIMPLY ATTACK
ME, CONSISTENT WITH THE PRESIDENT'S ATTACKS, | DO WANT TO RESPOND IN THIS WAY. MY
COLLEAGUES MAY THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THE RUSSIANS OFFERED DIRT ON THE DEMOCRATIC
CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT AS PART OF WHAT WAS DESCRIBED AS THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT'S
EFFORT TO HELP THE TRUMP CAMPAIGN. YOU MIGHT THINK THAT'S OKAY. MY COLLEAGUES MIGHT
THINK IT'S OKAY WHEN THAT WAS OFFERED TO THE SON OF THE PRESIDENT AT A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE
CAMPAIGN, THAT THE PRESIDENT'S SON DID NOT CALL THE FBI, HE DID NOT ADAMANTLY RE
ADAMANTLY REFUSE THAT FOREIGN HELP. NO, INSTEAD THAT SON SAID THAT HE WOULD LOVE THE
HELP OF THE RUSSIANS. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT HE TOOK THAT MEETING. YOU MIGHT
THINK IT'S OKAY THAT PAUL MANAFORT, THE CAMPAIGN CHAIR, SOMEONE WITH GREAT EXPERIENCE
IN RUNNING CAMPAIGNS ALSO TOOK THAT MEETING. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THE
PRESIDENT'S SON-IN-LAW ALSO TOOK THAT MEETING. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THEY
CONCEALED IT FROM THE PUBLIC. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THEIR ONLY DISAPPOINTMENT
AFTER THAT MEETING WAS THAT THE DIRT THEY RECEIVED ON HILLARY CLINTON WASN'T BETTER. YOU
MIGHT THINK THAT'S OKAY. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT WHEN IT WAS DISCOVERED A YEAR
LATER THAT THEY LIED ABOUT THAT MEETING, AND SAID IT WAS ABOUT ADOPTIONS, YOU MIGHT
THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS REPORTED TO HAVE HELPED DICTATE THAT LIE. YOU MIGHT
THINK THAT'S OKAY. | DON'T. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THE CAMPAIGN CHAIRMAN OF A
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN WOULD OFFER INFORMATION ABOUT THAT CAMPAIGN TO A RUSSIAN
OLIGARCH IN EXCHANGE FOR MONEY OR DEBT FORGIVENESS, YOU MIGHT THINK THAT'S OKAY. | DON'T.
YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THAT CAMPAIGN CHAIRMAN OFFERED POLLING DATA. CAMPAIGN
POLLING DATA TO SOMEONE LINKED TO RUSSIAN INTELLIGENCE. | DON'T THINK THAT'S OKAY. YOU
MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF CALLED ON RUSSIA TO HACK HIS OPPONENTS' E-
MAILS IF THEY WERE LISTENING. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT LATER THAT DAY, IN FACT, THE
RUSSIANS ATTEMPTED TO HACK A SERVER AFFILIATED WITH THAT CAMPAIGN. | DON'T THINK THAT'S
OKAY. YOU MIGHT THINK THAT IT'S OKAY THAT THE PRESIDENT'S SON-IN-LAW SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH A
SECRET BACK CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE RUSSIANS THROUGH A RUSSIAN DIPLOMATIC
FACILITY. | DON'T THINK THAT'S OKAY. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY THAT AN ASSOCIATE OF THE
PRESIDENT MADE DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE GRU THROUGH GUCCIFER 2 AND WIKILEAKS THAT'S
CONSIDERED A HOSTILE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY A SENIOR CAMPAIGN
OFFICIAL WAS INSTRUCTED TO REACH THAT ASSOCIATE AND FIND OUT WHAT THAT HOSTILE
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HAD TO SAY IN TERMS OF DIRT ON HIS OPPONENT. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY
THAT THE NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER DESIGNATE SECRETLY CONFERRED WITH A RUSSIAN
AMBASSADOR ABOUT UNDERMINING U.S. SANCTIONS AND YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S OKAY HE LIED
ABOUT IT TO THE FBI. YOU MIGHT SAY THAT'S ALL OKAY. YOU MIGHT SAY THAT'S JUST WHAT YOU NEED
TO DO TO WIN. BUT | DON'T THINK IT'S OKAY. | THINK IT'S IMMORAL. | THINK IT'S UNETHICAL. | THINK
IT'S UNPATRIOTIC. AND YES, | THINK IT'S CORRUPT. AND EVIDENCE OF COLLUSION. NOW, | HAVE
ALWAYS SAID THAT THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THIS AMOUNTS TO PROOF OF CONSPIRACY WAS
ANOTHER MATTER. WHETHER THE SPECIAL COUNSEL COULD PROVE BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT
THE PROOF OF THAT CRIME WOULD BE UP TO THE SPECIAL COUNSEL AND | WOULD ACCEPT HIS
DECISION, AND | DO. HE'S A GOOD AND HONORABLE MAN AND HE IS A GOOD PROSECUTOR. BUT | DO



NOT THINK THAT CONDUCT CRIMINAL OR NOT IS OKAY. AND THE DAY WE DO THINK THAT'S OKAY IS
THE DAY WE WILL LOOK BACK AND SAY THAT IS THE DAY AMERICA LOST ITS WAY. AND | WILL TELL YOU
ONE MORE THING THAT IS APP-- | DON'T THINK IT'S OKAY THAT DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN
MR. TRUMP SOUGHT THE KREMLIN'S HELP TO CONSUMMATE A DEAL THAT WOULD MAKE HIM A
FORTUNE, HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, | DON'T THINK IT'S OKAY HE CONCEALED IT FROM THE
PUBLIC. | DON'T THINK IT'S OKAY THAT HE ADVOCATED A NEW AND MORE FAVORABLE POLICY
TOWARDS THE RUSSIANS, EVEN AS HE WAS SEEKING THE RUSSIAN'S HELP, THE KREMLIN'S HELP TO
MAKE MONEY, YOK IT'S OKAY THAT HIS ATTORNEY LIED TO OUR COMMITTEE. THERE'S A DIFFERENT
WORD FOR THAT. THAN COLLUSION. AND IT'S CALLED COMPROMISE. AND THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF
OUR HEARING TODAY.



